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Rock climbing in the Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area near Las Vegas, Nevada. 500

selected and mapped routes, 186 indexed pages

I could plan out my climbs better from the plane than by using this guidebook.

The book is very good overall. However the author should have spent a lot more time editing it

before printing. The book has numerous contradictions as far as the rating system goes. One climb

might be listed as a trad climb only and then in the index that same climb is listed as a sport climb.

The index's section on the 5.10a climbs is completely screwed up! About 85% of these climbs are

listed as a sport climb but then when you flip to that page they are listed as strictly trad climbs. It's

very frustrating sometimes. The book has a lot of very helpful information and as of 1999 it was by

far the best available. Hopefully the author will fix all of these problems in the next printing that has

been rumored to be release for about 2 years and going.

I consider Swain's guide book to be a work in progress. I hear that the 3rd edition is out and that it is

improved. You have to remember that Swain is tall and likes to sandbag, so if he downgrades your

best onsight, don't let it get to you. Sure, he messes up some pitch lengths, pitch grades and



approaches but I believe he's trying to do his honest best to write a quality guide. He's no Greg

Opland, but maybe he can learn.

Swain has done an excellent job researching the top thousand(s) of routes in Red Rocks. It is the

new bible on climbing there. The descriptions are accurate, precise and on rating. If you can get the

book do. Whether or not you have plans to go to Red Rocks antime soon, get it for your library.

You'll go there eventually

Worst book I've ever seen! Like has Swain ever been to the area
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